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teers from home, to undertake this important and valuable contri-
bution to the welfare of the troops. Canteen services are not the
responsibility of N.A.A.F.I. in this theatre, but the Government
of India are taking special steps to improve and to enlarge the local
organization.

It has also been decided that special consideration will be given to
Service men and their families in assessing priorities for the allotment
of houses and furniture after the war. The wives and families of
Service men engaged in the Far Eastern theatre will, of course, share
in this preferential treatment. In order that Service men overseas may
keep abreast of important developments in social policy at home,
pamphlets explaining new legislation on matters of major importance
will be prepared and distributed to Service men and merchant
seamen.

The House will have observed that in recent months a good deal
more attention has been paid by the general public in this country to
the efforts and achievements of our men in the Far East. The Ministry
of Information and other authorities concerned recognize that this
sympathetic interest must be fed by a service of reliable information
as to what goes on there. Both the authorities at home and those
in control of information on the spot will continue their efforts to
maintain and improve the sources of such a service.

Although it is not a matter referred to in his report, Lord Munster
has drawn my attention to the uncertainty which prevails in the minds
of the men on the subject of tlie length of time for which they will
be required to serve in the East. The position seems to have been
made clear by the Secretary of State for War on 26th September and
by me on iyth November. But it will perhaps be useful if I restate
the position so far as those serving in India and S.E.A.C. are
concerned.

British officers and men of the British Army serving in the East are
eligible for posting to the Home Establishment under the Python
scheme. This was explained by the Secretary of State for War in his
statement. This scheme is not applicable to British officers of the
Indian Army, but does apply to British Service officers and men
attached to the Indian Army. The intention is to reduce the period
of service in the Far East to the shortest period which is practicable,
and, generally speaking, priority for posting to the Home Establishment
under this scheme is given to those who have served longest away
from this country. It is hoped before very long to have posted home
all those who have served for more than four years in India and
S.E.A.C. In fact the aim is to reduce the qualifying period for re-
patriation from those theatres to a few months under four years.
There may be unavoidable exceptions to this in cases where individuals
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